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Surveys show that greater numbers of people say they are spiritually hungry. Yet in the past 50

years many churches have witnessed a precipitous decline in attendance at Sunday worship. Why

are these seekers, and other Christians, not being fed on Sunday morning? Using the metaphor of a

meal, the authors look at how preachers and worship leaders can collaborate on a "Sunday dinner"

of praise that feeds individual Christians and their communities. They address the steps of planning,

preparing, and hosting worship and examine some of the challenges and pitfalls faced by those who

collaborate in ministry. 500 pages.
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A delightful combination of the rigorously theoretical and the explicitly practical, displaying

pedagogical insight on nearly every page. -- Ronald Rienstra, Fuller Theological SeminaryA must

for all those involved in preaching, planning and leading in worship, and for every church library. --

Irma Fast Dueck, Institute for Theology and the Church, Canadian Mennonite UniversityThis is a

great resource for all who worship, but especially those who plan and lead worship. -- Chip Andrus,

Presbyterian Church USAThose who hunger for meaningful worship that reflects spiritual integrity

and practical wisdom will savor Preparing Sunday Dinner. -- Dawn Ottoni Wilhelm, Bethany

Theological Seminary

Between 2001 and 2003, Marlene Kropf served as director of the Office of Congregational Life and



minister of worship for Mennonite Church USA. She continues part-time in that role while also

serving as Associate Professor in Spiritual formation and Worship at Associated Mennonite Biblical

Seminary. Marlene writes regularly for several Mennonite publications and was a member of the

worship committee for the group that produced Hymnal: A Worship Book. Rebecca Slough&#x92;s

gifts in worship, music, ministry, and the arts come together in her teaching at Associated

Mennonite Biblical Seminary. She is a musician, focusing attention on congregational song, and has

done liturgical studies at the University of Notre Dame and Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley,

Calif. She served as managing editor for Hymnal: A Worship Book from 1989 to 1992. June Alliman

Yoder is Professor of Communication and Preaching at Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminary. To

this role June brings varied experiences: voluntary service; director of dramatic productions for

Bridgework Theatre; and teaching, administrative, and campus ministry positions at several colleges

prior to joining the AMBS faculty in 1981.

This book is well-organized and very helpful to those planning worship services each week.

What an awesome title!

Collectively authored by the team of June Alliman Yoder, Marlene Kropf, and Rebecca Slough,

Preparing Sunday: A Collaborative Approach To Worship And Preaching is an extensive, in-depth

study of theological designs presented throughout the year in Christian ritual and celebration.

Gathering comprehensive analysis of the Christological Seasons of Advent, Christmas-Epiphany,

Lent-Holy Week, Easter-to-Pentecost, and the ordinary times between. A welcome addition to

personal, seminary, and church reference libraries, Preparing Sunday Dinner provides readers with

an invaluable compendium style resource for understanding of the significant variants, lore and

reasoning with respect to Christian worship.

Starting using this book in a study group. So far, it is excellent material.
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